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9:00 Registration  

 

9:30  Opening welcome speech:   Alec Taylor, ELSA     

   Christian Seidl, BVZL  

 

9:45   Keynote speaker introduced by Jason Sutherland, DRB Capital:  

 Baroness Altmann, Former Minister of State for Pensions 

 

10:15 Supply-Side Dynamics  

   

  Moderator:  Scott Willkomm, Life Equity 

  Panelists:  Jeff Bollerman, Houlihan Lokey  

      Mario Coniglio, LexServ  

      TBD 

 
  There are over 147 million individual life insurance policies in force today in the United 

States, yet the life settlements industry has only penetrated 0.7% of that market. As 

investor appetite for the asset class continues to grow, will the supply of new policies keep 

pace? The panel will examine the state of the market for secondary originations, explore 

various strategies being deployed to expand the secondary market and the subsequent 

impact on the tertiary market. 
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11:15  Distributed Ledger Technology/ Blockchain/ Cryptocurrency/ InsurTech and 

its Impact on the Primary, Secondary and Tertiary Life Insurance Markets  

  

 Speakers:  Dr. Florian Schreiber, University of St. Gallen 

     Dennis Knochenwefel, Reportix 

     Stephan Karpischek, Etherisc 

 

Distributed ledger technology, also known as “Blockchain” technology and its potential 

applications in the insurance sector are currently being intensively discussed among 

academics and practitioners. Essentially, the Blockchain is a tamper-proof distributed 

database system, which works “trustless”, i.e., without the need for a reliable central 

authority. As such, it enables all participants to conduct verifiable, immutable, and 

traceable transactions, which can be arbitrarily complex. In essence, when connected to 

the Blockchain, all market participants share a common truth instead of having to reconcile 

their own private records to achieve a consensus. Due to the decentralized character and 

the computing-intensive nature of entries into the Blockchain, manipulations are virtually 

impossible. This is a huge advantage over traditional solutions, particularly in economic 

ecosystems with contrary interests, such as the insurance industry. 

 

12:00 Coffee break 

 

12:15 Model Agreement for Tertiary Transactions 

 Moderator:  Andrew Feldman, BroadRiver 

 Panelists:  James Maxson, Culhane Meadows 

     Mark Venn, ClearLife 

 

 ELSA formed an ad hoc working group this summer to develop a model agreement for 

tertiary transactions in the life settlement market.  The increasing number of tertiary 

transactions and market participants, combined with a lack of standardization in 

transaction documentation, was the impetus.  This panel will discuss the work done to date 

by the group and its next steps.  

   

13:00 Lunch 

 

 

 

 



Investor Summit 2017 Agenda 
 

 

14:15 Market Update German Secondary Market 

 

 Speaker:   Ingo Wichelhaus, EAA Portfolio Advisors 

 

 Ingo Wichelhaus, EAA, will provide an update on the German Insurer Financial & Revenue 

Strengths under Solvency II and discuss challenges for the primary insurance industry and 

areas of further Development in the German Secondary Market. 

 

 Current UK Market Trading Conditions and the Emerging Tontine Effect 

 

 Speaker:  Roger Lawrence, WL Consulting 

  

 As the UK TEP market declines naturally, we will look at current new origination levels and 

tertiary opportunities. Then we will move on to looking at how investment returns are being 

enhanced by substantial distributions of surplus. 

 

15:00 Life ILS 

 

 Panelists:  Dan Knipe, Leadenhall Capital Partners 

     Maurizio Pellegrini, Eskatos Capital Management 

     TBD 

 

15.45 Marketing and Underwriting Small Face Life Settlements 

      

 Panelists:  Simon Erritt, Coventry Capital  

     Michael Fasano, Fasano Associates 

 
 Fuelled by increasing demand for traditional, high-quality product and the introduction of 

new direct-to-consumer initiatives, the secondary market is increasingly focused on a 

broader demographic and, with it, small face life settlement policies.   

 Simon Erritt, Managing Director of Coventry Capital, outlines some of the opportunities and 

challenges of marketing to the owners of these policies, while Mike Fasano of Fasano 

Associates provides a blueprint for underwriting this unique demographic.  

      

16:30 Coffee break 
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16:45 Due diligence concerns from US litigation on COI and rescission 

 

 Moderator:   Jule Rousseau, Arent Fox 

 Panelist:  Stephen Foresta, Orrick, Herrington & Sutcliffe  

      

 The status of litigation and the regulatory approach to roll back COI, efforts to force carriers 

to pay claims and return premium, and what impact certain cases/decisions have on 

investors will be discussed. The panel will provide an insight into what to watch for over 

next 12 months. 

 

17:15 TBD 

  

17:45 Closing speech:  Alec Taylor, ELSA      

    Christian Seidl, BVZL 

 


